an 


t 


’ 
- 


Magasine, 


Published Weekly, by Bowen & 


VOL. 8. 


From Dr. Watt’s Orthodory and Charity United. 


- ESSAY 
@N THE CAUSES OF UNCHARITABLENESS. 


An uncharitable humor springs generally from 
seme of these following causes. 


ORE Ae 


There are some animal enginés of human flesh, 
that have their juices all soured in their very 
fomentation ; and there is an ill ferment raised in 
such persons at the perception of every object, 
that is not just suited to their present fancy and 
inclination. And by the hard laws of union be- 
tween soul and body in this our fallen state, the 
spirit too often complies with the fretful dis- 
tempers of the flesh. ‘There are but few that 
attempt to suppress the ferment, and to resist 
the angry motions of the animal; and ef those 
few that attempt it, scarce one in ten is very 
successful Forit is a work of toil, and difficul- 
ty, perpetual watchfulness and unceasing prayer. 
This ili hamor mixes itself with religion, as 
well as with civil affairs. It diffuses its malig- 
nity through all the studies and the manners of 
the man, and gives a visible tincture to his no- 
tions and his practices. Furio can never con- 
verse about the calmest and most speculative 
points of divinity, bat bis indignation kindles 
against every different opinion, his fiery temper 
breaks out and blazes, and he-bestows on his 
own deportment the honorable names of shining 
light and burning zeal. His peevish and angry 
passions are so blended witir’h 
that hard names are his best arguments; mest 
convincing to himself, though they are the just 
scorn of the wise. He stabs his brethren that 
differ from him to the heart, with pointed rail- 
ing ; and from an aversion to an opinion rises to | 
an immortal hatred of the person. If our great 
Creator has united any of our souls to bodies, 
that are less infected with this vicious juice, we 
have reason to adore his sovereign goodness. 
Il. Selflove and pride, and a vain conceit of our 
own opinions, is another spring of uncharitable 
carriages. Did you ever see a weak and hum- | 
ble soul, sensible of its own poverty and igno- 
rance, and ready to esteem others above him- 
self, easily indulge this uncharitable humor ?— | 
Alas! poor foolish mankind is very prone to 
esteem itself wise and knowing. Little Laudil-| 
lus, who is almost always in the wrong, has, 
much ado to persuade himself, that he was ever 
capable of mistaking. He secretly thinks all, 
his opinions to be divine truths, and therefore | 
he is very lavish in pronouncing error and here- 
sy upon every notion and practice, that differs: 
from his own. He takes the freedom to choose 
a religion for himself, but he allows no man be- 
sides the same liberty. He is.sure that he has 
reason to dissent from others, but no man has- 
reason {o dissent from him. He sets up for in- 
fallibility without a triple crown, and fixes a 
ace of ecclesiastical sovereignty on this side the 
water. He awes some slavish spirits into sub-| 
mission, and they become treacherous to their, 
own souls, and to the rights of human nature, | 
by delivering up their faith and cousciences to: 
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haughty, surly, and severe, especially if he be 
advanced to any degree of honor and authority 
in the church. Then, in his inflexible justice, 
he delivers up the humble aad inquisitive chris- 
tian unto Satan, because he cannot assent and 


heme ;-and he “teaches. ns his. elder 
rethren the doctrines and eiscipline 
Gospel, as Gideon did the elders of Succoth, 
with the briars and thorns of the wilderness. 
Ill. This hateful vice may be derived froma 
third original ; and that is a constant and friend- 
ly acquaintance with the men and books of our own 
opinion, and an avoidance of all the writers and 
persons that differ from us. This has a mighty 
influence to beget and maintain uncharitable no: 
tions; yet this is the constant practice, not only 
of the unlearned, but of too many of the learned 
world. Hermes ‘sits all the year in his own 
cell, and never looks abroad beyond the clan of 
his own fraternity. Hermes reads the contro- 
versies as they are described only by one party, 
and disputes them over only in the books that 
are written on one side. He finds a great ap- 
pearance of argument and scripture there, and: 
then proclaims it impossible, that the adverse 
party should shew equal reason or revelation; 
and thus he proceeds to censure them as men of 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith, and 
twisting the Scriptures to their awn damnation.— 
Cicero in his treatise, De natura Deorum, marks 
this humor, and brands it, Vestra solum legitis, 
vestra amatis, celeros causd incogaita condem- 
is.* i a oe 
“But let ‘you and I, my fri@@¥, who delight in 
charity, let us convgrse a ttle with authors 
that* differ from our present opinions, and we 
shall see their sentiments drest up so plausibly, 
and set in so fair a light, that might easily per- 
suade men of sincere consciences to embrace 
them; and this will prevent us from censorious 
thoughts concerning our candid adversaries, and | 
their disciples There is scarce any thing that | 


ipime of the} @ 


to adhere to their own party, as judging it, in’ 
some respects, suited best to their edification ; 
yet they maintained hearty friendship with 
each other, and delightful society in religious 
conference. Thus the quarrelsome: mistake 
was rectified by better acquaintance. They 
lived many years together in peace ; they com- 
osed the animosities of different parties, that 
diwelein the tovn they died tu periect mrty, 
and left a sweet influence behind them, and aa 
honorable example. 


+ 


IV. A fourth spring of uncharitableness is, 
our reading the word of God with a whole set of 
notions established before hand. And yet how 
common a method, and how constant is this ?— 
Diecion has long ago determined, that bishops 
must be superior to presbyters ; he has received 
ordination from Episcopal hands; and hopes 
one day himself to be capable of ordaining oth- 
ers. ‘Thus while he is growing up towards the 
mitre, he reads the Scriptures only to confirm 
his own determined opinions. He stretches 
and torments many an unwilling text, to make 
it speak the language of his own thoughts. He 
neglects the passages that favor other forms of 
government and methods of ministration; or 
else he constrains them to mean Episcopacy too. 


‘Every word that he reads, hath a Diocesan as- 


pect; and the first verse of Genesis can prove 
prelacy, for aught I know, as it bas been able 
heretofore to demonstrate papacy, when in prin- 
cipio creavit Deus celum et terram, decided the 
controversy, and set the pope above the emper- 
or. For God made all things from one beginning 
and not from two. re 

Synodias reads the Bille with a Presbyteriaa 
glass, and Fratrio with a Congregational! optic. 
They can tind nothing there but their own opin- 
ions, and both of them wonder that Diacion 
should not see them too. Fratrio turns over the 
Scriptures with great diligence and meditation, 
and as often as he finds the word church there, 
he thinks of nothing but a congregation of faith- 
ful men; as the church of Jerusalem, Alexan- 


'frem narrow and selfish prinsiples, than a free i tions. 
/eonverse with fhe virtuous aad ingenious of all\ in his Bible, he is often in the midst of an as- 


enlarges the mind more, and more dixengages it! dria, and Antioch are so many single congrega- 
When Synodias meets the same word in 


parties. ‘ : 

There is a memorable story to this purpose, | 
concerning two neighbors in an unsociable town, | 
who were always quarrelling about the private | 
meeting and the parish church. Both places of. 
worship in that town were well supplied with 
preachers of good sense and serious religion; 
but each of-them was the subject of unmerciful | 
reproach between these two neighbors, when- | 
soever they met, and their different methods of | 
worship were mutually reviled; the one as for-| 
mal and spiritless, the other a9 enthusiastical and | 
indecent. Atlast Pacifico, their common friend, 
persuaded them to hear each other’s minister, 
and accompanied them botb ®ne day to their 
different assemblies; and they were both sur- 
prised to hear the gospel preached with a due 
degree of decency and fervor, both at meeting 
and atchurch. And though they continued still 


* You read only your own books, you love only your 


own, and you condemn others before you know any 
sufficient reason, for want of knowing their opinions: 


sembly of divines; and especially when any 
power is attributed to the church, he is sure it 
must intend a classis of presbyters, or consistory 
of elders. When the same word falls under the 
eye of Diwcion, in his course of reading the 
New Testament, he cannot imagine any thing 
is meant short of a diocess. All his churches 
are or should be as big as counties or shires.—— 
And | might add, that when poor Parochianus 
the mason, finds leisure to read a chapter, and 
lights upon the mention of a church in it, be 
thinks immediately ofa tall stone building with 
a steeple upon it, a bell or two, and a weather: 
cock. 

I might give the like instances of many other 
terms and expressions in scripture, to which 
men have unalterably fixed their several differ- 
ent ideas, and raised consequences from them, 
and interpreted the word of God by them, without 
inquiring whether their ideas are conformable 
to the sense in which the scripture uses those 
expressions. And then it is no wonder, that 
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their «chemes of ecclesiastical government are 
so different. And yet each of these preposses- 
sed opinionators think their own exposition o/ 
the text 40 evident, that they chide the perverse- 
ness of all other men, as though they were re- 
solved to wink against the light. It is like a 
person of a fretful constitution, whose eyes are 
also tinged with the jaundice, he quarrels with 
every man that be meeis, because he will not 
consent to call all things yellow. Thus by the 
false light of affection in which they behold 
some beloved texts, and their negligence of all 
others, or at least by the colors of prejudice 
that they throw upon them, each triamphs in 
his own sentiments, and pronounces the Apostles 
aod Prophets of his side. Then he lets fly 
many a sharp invective against ail the men that 
presume to oppose him; for in‘his sense they 
oppose the apostles themselves and fight against 
the authority of God. 

But when a man takes a Bible into his hand, 
without a preconceived scheme in his head, and 
though be may make use of systems to® secure 
himself from inconsistencies, yet he puts them 
not in the place of the holy scriptures, but re- 
solves to form his body of divinity by the New 
Testament, and derive all his opinions and 
practices thence ; he will then find so many ex- 
pressions, that seem to favor the several con- 
tending parties of Christians, that in some points 
he will perhaps be tempted to doubt of all opin- 
ions, and sometimes have much ado to secure 


When in any doubtful point his judgment is led 
to a determination, it is always with great cau- 
tion, and by slow degrees. He is not carried 
by violence to any dogmatical conclusion; he is 
modest in his assertions, and gentle towards all, 
whose judgment and conscience have determin- 
-ed them another way, because he met with so 
many probable arguments on their side, in the 
time of his dubitation and inquiry, that had al- 
most fixed his opinion the same way too. 

If l may be permitted to speak ef myself, I 
might agquaint the world with my oWn expe- 
fience. After some years spent in the perusal 
of controversial authors, and finding them insuf- 
ficient to settle my judgment and conscience in 
some great points of religion, | resolved to seek 
a determination of my thoughts from the epis- 
tles of St. Paul, and especially in that weighty 
doctrine of justification; | perused his letter to 


the Romans in the original, with the most fixed! 
meditation, laborious study, and importunate re-| 
quests to God, for several months together ; first at 


without consulting any commentator, and after-. 
wards called in the assistance of the best critics 
and interpreters. ; . 
the daily motions of my own mind. I found it! 
very hard to root out old prejudices, and to es-| 
cape the danger of new ones; | met with some | 


expressions of the apostle that swayed me to-} 


wards one opinion, and others that inclined the 
balance of my thoughts another way; and it, 
Was no easy matter to maintain my judgment in| 
an equal poise, till some just and weighty argu- 
ment gaye the determination; so many crossing | 
netions, perplexing difficulties, and seeming re-| 
pugnancies lay in my way, that | mest heartily 
bless the divine goodness, that enabled’ me at 
jJast to surmount them all, and established my | 
judgment and conscience jin that glorious and! 
forsaken doctrine of the justification Of a sinner | 
in the sight of God, by the imputation of a per-_| 
fect righteousness which is not originally his | 
own. > 

From my own experiment | can easily guess, 
what confounding intricacies of thought others 
pass through in their honest searches after truth 


himself from the danger of eternal scepticism 


I very narrowly observed, 
: 
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These conflicts did exceedingly enlarge my seul, 
ind stretched my charity toa vast extent. | 
see, | feel, and am assured that several men may 
he very sincere, and yet entertain notions in di. 
vinity all widely different. 1 confess now and 
then some opinions, or some unhappy occurren- 
ces ure ready to narrow and copfne my affec- 
tions again, if | am not watchful over myself ; 
but | pray God to preserve upon my heart a 
strong and lasting remembrance of those days 
and those studies, whereby he laid within me. 
the foundation of so broad a charity. 
V. Fifthly, another cause of uncharitableness 
is a want of reflection on the grounds of their own 
opinions. We should be mere just to ourselves, 
and more gentle to others, if we did but impar- 
lially review pasons why we first embrac- 
ed our seyeral principles and practices. 
Perhaps it was education determined most of 
them, then let us chide ourselves severely for 
building upon so careless and slight a bottom — 
Or let us be ciyil to the greatest part ef man- 
kind, who came by all their principles the same 
way. Perhaps we were led into particular no- 
tions by the authority of persons whom we rev- 
erence or love; then we should not upbraid our 
neighbors, that have been influenced into differ- 
ent sentiments by the same springs. Perhaps 
we have felt interestsometimes ready to bias 
our thoughts, and give us a secret inclination or 
aversion to a party; let us then pity the frailty 
of human nature, and have compassion upon 
men whose judgments are exposed to so mean a 
bribery, and sometimes have been warped aside 
from the truth. Or finally. perhaps it was deep 
meditation, a daily search into scripture, and 
fervent prayer were the methods by which we 
pursued kncewledge, and established our princi- 
ples upon solid reason. Let us then be so chari- 
table to those whom we contend with, as to sup- 
pose they sought after truth the same way, and 
then our contentions will bave less fire and 
spleen in them, less of clamor and indignation 
against fhose that differ from us. 
The ttue reasen why we kindle our anger 
against our christian brethren, that are not en- 
tirely of our party is, because we nof only have 
the vanity to fancy ourselves always in the 
right, and them in the wrong; but we judge 
their consciences and their sincerity too, that 
they did not come honestly and fairly by their 
principles, while we never consider how we 
ourselyes Came by our own. 
VI. But there are still more ways to arrive 
this uncharitable temper. 1 must proceed to 
sixthly ; which isacommon method, and thus to 
be performed. If we will but trace the’ princi- 

les of these that dissent from us, through all the 
length of remote and feeble consequences, and be 
sure to find some terrible absurdity at the end o 
them, we shall not easily maintain our charity. 
O how often do we put their opinions upon the 
rack! We torture every joint and article of 
them, until we have forced them to confess some 
formidable errors, which their authors never 
knew or dreamed of. Thus the original notions 
appear with a frightful aspect, and the secta- 
tors of them grow to be the objects of our ab- 
horrence, and have forfeited their right to eye- 
ry grain of our charity. 

Evangillo belreves that Jesus Christ has com- 
pletely answered the demands of the law in or- 
der to our justification, and that in the room and 
stead of all believers. Nomineus hears this 
doctrine, and thus begins his chain of severe and | 
false deductions ; then, saith he, the law has no| 
power to demand obedience of us; then we are | 
not to be charged with sio, though we break the| 
law hourly and profanely ; then we may contemn | 


> 
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{es another gospel, and t 


all the commands, sport with the threatening, 
and defy God the lawgiver and the avenger.— 
He proceeds then to pronounce Evangillo a 
wicked Antinomian, and in the name of the Lord 
“delivers him up to Sajan, that he iaay learn not 
to blaspheme.” Fyvangillo, on the other hand, 
Cine hea been well instructed in the way of 
salvation, and has learned the daties of faith 
and hope, but is not yet so well improved in the 
charity of the gospel,) hears Nomineus preach- 
ing up repentance and sincere obedience, ax the 
conditions of our justification and acceptance 
with God to eternal life. He smites bis breast 
with his hand, and cries, surely this man knows 
no use of Christ in our religion, he makes void 
his righteousness and his death, he is a mere 
Legalist, a Papist, a rank Socinian, he “preach- 


gel from heaven, let him be accursed.” ‘Thus 
when men dress up their neighbors in all the 
strained consequeneesof their opinions, with a 
malicious pleasure they pursue this thread of 
argument, they impose horrid conelusions, which 
can never be drawn from their doctrines, and 
never leave the pursuit till they have pushed 
each other to blasphemy and damnation. 

Whereas if the doctrines and the persons now 
mentioned were put into the balances of truth 
and charity, perhaps the principles of Evangillo 
would be found to have most weight of scrip- 
ture on their side, and Nomineus more of the 
fair shows of reasoning. But neither the one 
would be found to throw Christ out of his reli- 
gion, nor the other to make void the law. And 
both of their lives would appear shining in ho- 
liness, but (hat they want the bright garments 
of charity. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
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“The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice.” 


i was walking the street, contemplating on 
the dismal descriptions, which are so often given 
by our learned: clergy, of the general ruin of 
the creation, by what they call the fall of Adam, 
when | was unexpectedly met by a youth of my 
acquaintance, who presented me with a counte- 
nance, on which | could see no trace of the 
horrid catastrophy above mentioned. With an 
interesting look, which indicated desire, he 
pointed me to bis habitation, which was within 
a few rods, and politely invited me to step in. 
| readily complied ; for I had before desired to 
call at this house, but had not until now ascer- 
tained where it was. Ina word, this youth is 
one whom | recently waited on at the sacred 
altar of matrimeny, and who had requested me 
to call at his house. 

On entering the door we were met by the 
ange] whose hand he received at the allar, whe 
now conducted us to her parlor, where every 
thing which met the eye rose up in evidence a, 
gainst the gloomy doctrine on which | had been 
contemplating. I looked, with careful inspec- 
tion at the young man, and in his countenance I 
could plainly discover the heavenly image of 
content and satisfaction. 1 as carefully turned 
my eye on the’ blooming companion of his 
peaceful bosom, who expressed in every come- 
ly feature the innocence and complete satisfac- 
tion which she enjoyed in her heart. 

Being comfortably seated, 1 inquired respect- 
ing the very neat and Bommodious house in 
which be found it convenient to live; and was 
happy to learn, that by his industrious habits he 
had been ahle to purchase the lot and to build 
his house. It was fivished, not in a gaudy or 
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unnecessarily expensive style, but in the very! might not have an opportunity do; as one 
best and most convenient, and, of course, in that of these readers, | have carefully read al! 
‘style with which prudence and good economy | his communications with an expectation to 
are the best satisfied. ee some strong reasons to convince us of the 

The furniture of the house was in all respects | erroneous conclusions drawn from the Scriptures 
like the house itself. ‘There was nothing super- by his opponent, (& those from the same source) 
fluous, nething wanting. All indicated the good that we might be induced to turn from our er- 
taste of the young bride, and some articles bore | rors and embrace the truth. Instead of which, 
ample testimony of her industry. | have found little else than scandal. Some de-| period, God will be so dreadfully changed, as 
_ After enjoying such a scene, on leaying this' tached passages of scripture, he hath transcrib-| to be veid of all sympathy or pity, humanity or 
_ garden of innocence and happiness, I inyoluuta-| ed, without comment, many of which, not a few, benevolence ;—as to swerve from his own _pre- 
rily and most fervently said, “* peace be unto, partialists acknowledge, have no bearing on the cept, and instead of loving his enemies, 


this house.” I then cast my eyes abroad on | subject, for the support of which he hath in-| hate them with an everlasting hatred,—instead 
creation and felt a perfect satisfaction that a Be-| troduced them, and all of which, if rightly un-jof blessing them that curse him, curse them 


isin his Son,’’ and thereby charging the God of 
truth with a lie, and persisting in it ;—l am aston- 
ished beyond measure when | hear, or read a 
declaration from any deluded mortal, amounting 
to such an accusation against a Being, who is the 
same yesterday, to-day and forever, with whom 
there is no variableness, or even the shadow of 
achange. Who can believe, that at some future 


ing of infinite wisdom, power and goodness still 
holds the sceptre of universal government. My 
heart leaped for joy, and I hastened home to 
taste the ever .we 
joyment; but not ont feeling a sensible pity 
for those gloomy souls, who think that the crea- 
tion of God was ruined by what they call the 
‘fall of Adam. H. B. 


RAMMOHUN ROY. 
Fromthe Christian Register. 


We were surprised to notice in the Watch- 
man of yesterday, a very harsh and virulent at- 
Yact on Rammohun Roy, denying that he is a 
Christian,—declaring that he ‘thas no more faith 
in the gospel than Mahomet had,” and that ‘he 
does not believe the scriptures as a revelation 
from God.” 

This paper is published so nearly at the same 
time with our own that we have not time to say 
much on the subject, though perhaps this little 
will be deemed more than it merits. 

‘Lhose who allow no man the name of Chris- 
tian, or consider any one a believer in Chris- 
tianity, who dees not admit inte his creed the 
whole circle of ‘Trinitarian and Calvinistic jar- 
gon, may well call such a man as Rammohun 
Roy, no Christian,—a disbeliever in Revelation 
—a fit companion of Mahomet, &c. But those 
who are disposed to view the character and ef- 
forts of this extraordinary man with impartiality, 
and to appreciate rightly, his persevering and 
benevolent efforts to lead his countrymen to an 
acquaintance with Christianity, and to an accep- 

tance of its precepts and essential doctrines,— 
‘such persons—and we believe there are nota 
few such—will consider this attack, as much 
out of time and place, as itis unworthy and piti- 
fulin its character. They will at the same time 
view the attempt to depreciate the character of 
Rammobun Roy, as evidence, with how much 
dread his influence is regarded, as an opposer 
of Trinitarian and Calvinistic dogmas. 
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Vo the Editors of the Univer. Magazine, 

Genllemen,— Supposing the Controversy between the 
Rev. Thomas Whittemore and Rev. Mr, Scott to be 
nearly if not wholly closed, Toffer the following Remarks 
for puilication, f agreeable to you, as one of the readers 


of your paper. 
“4If these should hold their peace, the stones would 
immediately cry out.” —Bre.ex. 


Whereas Mr. Scott, in his introduction to his 
first number, insinuated that his motive in un- 
dertaking the controversy, was, in part, that he 
might have an opportunity to communicate some 
important information to the readers of the 
Magazine, by way of advice, reproof, or per- 
haps conviction of error, which otherwise he 


me sweets of domeStic en-| 


{who knows best, when and where to display his 


derstood, agree with the character of Ged, as| with an eternal curse, and hurl on them all the 
the Saviour of all men,—-whese tender mercies) distress almighty vengeance can invent, to an 
are over all his works. And then with all.the| endless duration? All this is implied if not pro- 
exeeding great’ oud precious promises staring | fessed, in the communications of Mr. Scott, in 
| him in the face, he boldly gives it as bis opinion, the late controversy. 1 am sensible that natur- 
that the wor of God proves the endless, merci- al wickedness in low places is bad enough ; but 
less pun's.ment of a part of the human race.— 1 think spiritual wickedness in high places to be 
For tb‘s is known to be his sentiment,although he a thousand times worse. 
pretends he is not contending for the endless} I would not be understood by this to criminate 
duration of punishment. Now if he were hon- particularly Mr. Scott, any more than any other 
est in his confession, he would be much more’ who may profess the same sentiment; but as he 
consistent, because in that view the punishment is the first in all my life whom I have ever 
might be corrective, and end in the reformation heard or read, who, with so much boldness pro- 
| and salvation of the punished. But when he re- fessed it to the world ; 1 mean punishment be- 
| peatedly asserts that, at some future period, the ing without a wish or intention to reform, 1 
was forcibly struck thereby. Notwithstanding, 


) unchangeable Jehovah will change his motive. 
for punishment, and thatit will not be corrective, as | have before stated, | fervently believe in 


Flot intended for the geod, or the reformation of the restoration of the whole human family to 
the punished, then it must be endless, and the holiness and happiness, and acknowledge my ig- 
‘motive of the punisher too abhorrent to be nofance as respects the precise time when it 
‘mentioned; and consequently his pretended in-' will be accomplished, yet 1 am constrained to 
tention not to advocate the endless duration of believe there must be some where, at some 
punishment, only proves he is unwilling or time or other, some dreadful scourge, some - 
ashamed to appear before the public, as an advo- tremendous process in the stores of heaven, big 
cate of a doctrine so derogatory to the character with uncommon force to meet the wretch who 
of his Maker. But it is well know this doctrine dared presume thus to degrade his Maker.— 
is the ponderous chain, which connects the whole , However, it is believed this mistaken man hath 
system of sects together, of which he is a mem- a pre-eminent claim on the sacred promise 
ber, and that by a denial of it, he would be de-| which declares God hath mercy on the ignorant 
nied the priviledge, ifsuch it is, of retaining the as well as such as are out of the way, which 
office he now holids. 4 @ | may save him many stripes. , 

I have been more than forty years a firm be-| These few remarks have been written, not 
liever in Universal Salvation by Jesus Christ,) with any ill will to the person alluded to, or a 
and ‘that in the dispensation of the fulness of wish to injure his character, but against the 
times all things will be gathered in one in Him, principle, in hope that on reflection he will re- 
whether they be things in heaven or in earth, nounce it, and by a timely and humble acknow- 
even in him ;” yet I dare not presume to set the ledgement of his error, attended with a sincere 
time when this important object will be accom-| repentance towards God, and a public disavow- 
pushed, whether in the present existence of al of the sentiment, he might escape some of 
each individual, or at some future period. It is| the heaviest strokes of that chastising rod which 
enough for me to know it will be accomplished | will most certainly overtake all such as persist 
atthe time appointed by infinite Wisdom; that|in the utterance of such “hard speeches” a- 
must be the hest time, and | am perfectly wil-|gainst the most benevolent of all Beings. 
ling to leave it to him, in whose mind alone rests} Upon this principle, | have been led to offer 
the knowledge of the times, and the seasons ;| these few remarks, not knowing that if all else 
should hold their peace, the inanimate stones 


might become vocal, and cry out in strains of 
abhorrence against such an impious stigma on 
the character of their Creator. 
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almighty power, in the reconciliation of all the 
unreconciled, and who said to the natural world, 
“let there be light, and there was light.” | am 
confident that the same voice, uttering the same 
words to the moral world, will be as effectually 
obeyed. And in this process, should disciplinary 
correction be necessary, the rod isin the hand of 
that benevolent Being, who-will use it in meas- 
ure and in mercy, as well as effectually. 

But when a sinful mortal, who is dependent 
on a benevolent Father in heaysa, for every 
breath he draws, and whose judgment must, like 
that of all his fellow sinners, be exceedingly 
limited, comes forward with the bold declaration 
before mentioned, respeciing the chastisements 
of God not beingintendedfor the good of the chas- 
tised,—directly against the promises, as well as|if it had proceeded {rom any other quarter i 
against the record God hath given of his Son, i.e. | a Unitarian, or a Universalist had expressed the 
that “he hath given us eternal life, and this life lsame views of the subject of this letter, ortho 
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Dr. Beecher’s Letter to Rev. Mr. Nettleton. 


This communication is the more remarkable, 
from the facts, that. Dr. B. is celebrated for his 
orthodoxy, and has doubtless had as deep an in- 
terest, and exerted as great an influence in re- 
vivals as any other preacher in New-England. 
These facts will give his letter a more exten- 
sive circulation, and a more powerful effect, than 
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snlirmation of work is perfect.” When he begins a good/approbation, | i? our in Stas 
- clap nn hee ndlietries iton to perfection. But the] to say more * t 2 nomina- 


dox persons would have said, i ae : 
ave al- above remark of the Dr. gives evidence of the] ted * revivals,’ than t have witnessed sev- 
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their repeated assertions, “these vi | 
vals are perfectly in Characeee ee ftl diy nature of the work to which be refers. It pro-j eral of them, and therefore know that their alti- 
ways known, that such persons are yak rece f babl began in a moderate and “still” way,.—]| mate results are mest vile and pernicious; but 
to vital religion, and consequently, ir ee ; Seca as we should suppose, all is noise and| we do most heartily disapprove of having such 
posed to the lafluence «hoe omar a. sp proeicg be Yet, | see not how these circum-'a combination of nonsence and blasphemy as 
coe jeg Pals pene ite neers ss stances alter the nature of the work. Fire has} most of these accounts exbibit, trumpeted over ~* 
vergee, = Thi, aad cg ne tedice d vcof’ the same character whether it only “burns the land. This assertion is calculated to stir 
been said, with eee . hw’ eft PO over the fallow-ground ” or spreads, till “it in- | the wrath and provoke the maledictions of big- 
of orgie jens Arye et cicerieils ‘ i leaheal a whole region:in conflagration.” It is| ots and fanatics, and we may by them be accused 
work of grace. But no such ga Pe <o | still the same.element.. Ifa few hardened sin-| of hostility to religion ; but we are convinced 
no naan. ate ge citert rhc h sol ners had been awakened toa sense of their| such persons have very little influence over that 
sentimeots do, from a > papi feat’ a ‘es 7 ) danger, they could not be too fearfuily alarmed, | religion which teaches the fear of God, good 
Re et attention. Gets if} es ecially if they stood exposed to the infinite | will to all men, and love for our enemies, ex- 
anpectad, Wey. wil pt Sar TR Yi rail of their offended God. If their hearts| cept, indeed, to cast on it ridicule and reproach. 
Loa Ss gyn te hae he agp f th takes | bean softened; and if such persons were fi-| and obscure its simplicity and loveliness, with 
ee a wildds ial ha Pa | nall dalizered from sin and death by conver-|fearfu} and disgusting deformities :— therefore, 
Semple, igepetiea iia iri b ‘ tiene so laion, and obtained assurance of their election,| one whe attacks p and scarcely find humsel 
sumed a mga compmes Ht oe te Gisele the could hardly be too joyful, or-too highly | fighting against Ged. |The truth is, the details 
wich pie See they’ ill b the, a tated Nor could it be a subject of regret if| of reformation are usually penned by the rever- 
meanest snd we ce i deal t ate er | such a work should extend far and wide, and| end personage who has been the cause of * get- 
effect, they seem so ‘os bis ¢ arti ‘ stitae bn (even “involve a whole region” in its powerful! ting them up.’ When his imagination is excit- 
phe Dr- ck Hediste re a nate weet: effects. I fear the Dr. has been incautious in| ed, his feelings heated, and the flush of victory 
yom ep Lan he ine ied! laedlere | moral |his remarks; and that he has given occasion to} on his brow, he sits down and produces a flam- 
ou the re 5a Y dass Sai be lost in: {6 etal believe, or M least to suspect, that about every | ing account of the ‘ season of refreshing’ in hig 
 aagalaey rai me aT e ik correctly before [thing which has generally been denominated a/region. Very often before his article has gone 
pom ana ot ib fen peli b , riba Wide iwotk of God, is nothing more, either in its|the rounds of the various prints which co 
ry sg i ict acibin 5 can ciel and bdhiaa commencement, continuance or conclusien, than|such nauseous trash, the ‘season of refreshing’ 
8 hen they fave "awépt over the land, | the mere excitement of passion, the ebullition|—or rather of unnatural and ridiculous excite- 
nothing Wilf" rhinain?’” But who commenced | of false zeal, and the wild ravings of fanaticism. | ment, has ceased, and his ‘ flock,’ wondering 
this “‘misrule and moral desolation 2” Not the | The Dr. states what he considers proper to be they had been such simpletons as to allow their 
spirit of God. To admit this would be blasphe- | done, “to stop the mouths of Socinians, who,” passions to be so wrought upon, have returned 
my. Not unitarian, nor universalist ministers ;| he says, “would be glad to blast revivals by the | to their old ways, and become more hardened 
they have ever viewed these agitations in the | evils arising from the West ;” but he appears therein. Such boasting triumph as is frequent. 
same light in which the Dr now views them.| equally desirous to “blast” them himself. 1 ad-|ly dislayed in these accounts, comes with an ill 
if then, the work in qnestion is net wrought, or| vise him (o be perfectly easy about Socinians.— grace from men who teach us in the same 
commenced by the Divine Spirit, and if it were,| Few of them will say as much as himself against breath, that Paul and Apollos may plant and 
the Dr would make no efforts to stop it; and| the course, which, “revivals,” as they are call-| water in yain. The humble—not unto us—not 
if the heterodox have no agency in it, it follows, ) ed, usnally take. If any mouths will require to/unto us the glory, is a scanty cloak for all this 
it must have been produced by those, who now, be stopped, they must be those of his brethren, | vanity. The circulation of such stuff through 
find to their regret and alarm, (hat it is time to! who have been engaged in this work, the use-| our country is one, of the greatest absurdities of 
awake and be active in preventing the “confla- fulness of whose exertions he doubis; and with, which an intelligent people can be guilty. 
gration,” (to use se cdl scare eh he ae yy wople oe a yritar binds i at ail cia Re te 
others have kindled in their own “fallow | have beef persuaded that they ba - 
eee and which, they now fear, will sio-)ed the efficacy of the work of which he com- phaptclontiah sinner 
volve a whole region.” ‘I'he Dr. would not be| plains. Let Dr. B. look to both these descrip- : } 
willing to allow, that the eflects of which he| tions of people ; keep them quiet, and he may aTake Particular Notice... 
sme ee sal We lok fr he cae brig iee fee paper 1 cos cating and pro-|_t embrace th oppodtenity t0aform the 
the agency of men, who have always heretofore | bably conclade my remarks on this singular | readers of the Universaliet Magazine, that the 
ve on : : Mo: ye g£. | Editors of Zioyn’s Heracp have commenced in 
advocated revivals, and been active in Prenol Coane that paper, the republication of Mr. Scott’s Ks- 
ing them? The Dr. considers the work of sa bree have already appeared in our col- 
which he apenks eee ry ore 5: of the AMERICAN ADVOCATE. wom When I saw the editorial notice that it 
“spot i he aiek aed Debapertie (From the Boston Spectator and Lady's Album.) was their intention to republish them, I sent to 
a condition as she new is.’ But “Satan's as-| ‘The first number of the American Advocate, | the Editors a ig nag Fh: they coe republish 
saults” are very powerless, when he has no hu-|a newspaper just commenced at Williamstown, | ™y replies it PR feb, 5 as we had 
man agents to direct them. His engines will] in this state, has this week come to hand. Amid eater bot wre Wee 46 ees aes was ~~ 
always prove weak and inefficient, if human] the vast multitude of newspaper titles it seems | lectly edeial ae he blished eee a 
strength is not employed to work them. strange that the proprietors, if they could net|™y Teptves are not to ‘+ ‘aa il proba 
Dr. B. seems to think it somewhat doubtful, | invent anew name for their journal, did not hit/ that the readers of the Herald will have now as 
whether the works to which he alludes were a| upon the union of two other appropriate words, | 00d means of judging in relation to this Con- 
work of God in its-commencement,” but “rr it} which had not already been combined for the ti- | troversy, as they do in relation to-controversial 
were,” he says “it is rapidly changing its char-|tle of another paper. An ‘ American Advocate ’ | Subjects generally. 
acter; and as “God will not work miracles to} has for many years been issued weekly at Hal- 
stop it,” he is earnest, that “Ministers and Chris-| lowell, Me. and another publication in New | 
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MARRIED IN THIS CITY, : 
By Rey. Edward Beecher, Mr. Daniel Smith 
to Mies Mehitable Atwood: | 

In Cambridge, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. 
John Wood to Miss Eunice Snow, both of West- 
Cambridge. 


tians should take warning of the past ;” and he|land with the same title will tend to produce 
intimates the propriety of their “using their)confasion. ‘The Williamstown paper looks well 
eyes, and ears and heads,” to learn the uafurd | eotik: and probably deserves the customary 
and extent of this “moral desolation,” that they complime=t conducted with tatent, &c. &c. 
ma? “make a stand against present temporary | one part of it is to be devoted to religious intel- 
goo!” (ifany) which brings in its train “certain4 ligence, and *to such articles on religious and 
and universal evil.” He rey also, that “the | moral subjects as will afford pleasure and a 
foar of opposing a work of God, if it prevails,|to readers.” This is likewise very well, and it ee a 
will rain ie.” I cannot believe, however, that |gives us pleasure to find such Ree are inter- DIED IN THIS CITY, ‘f 
if this work was of God “in its commence- | esting to the community. But when the pros- Capt. John Lambert, aged 59. Mrs. Dorothy, # 
ment,” it could have so soon changed its char- | pectus goes on to state that the paper will con-| Consort of Mr. Ebenezer Bradlee, 81. 

actes, nor indeed haye changed it at all. “God's. igin accounis of religious revivals, it forfeits our) In Salem, Dr, F. A. Parker, aged 37. 


